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Course summary

Interpretation, as a process which deciphers and formulates 'shared meanings', is at the heart of many
cultural spheres, among them heritage. In the heritage sphere, interpretation serves both as a central
tool for identifying and conceptualizing heritage values and for mediating and disseminating this
significance publicly. The course will investigate the function of interpretation and its contribution to
the characterization of the heritage, the attribution of its cultural significance, and the public stance
towards it.

The World Heritage List, which operates under the auspices of UNESCO, and the heritage properties
on it, will serve as the framework for demonstrating these processes and their relation to interpretation.
The discussion will investigate both the characterization and classification mechanisms advocated
within the World Heritage as well as case studies of heritage properties and inscriptions from the World
Heritage List.
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Learning Outcomes:

1.

Students will become familiar with the functions of interpretation and its contribution in the heritage
sphere.

Students will become familiar with the evaluation process carried out for the World Heritage List.
Students will critically discuss the evaluation of significance conducted on properties for the World
Heritage List.

Students will apply a significance evaluation process to a heritage site using World Heritage

Methodology.
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